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used in dissolving the sticky matter of the cocoon,

(2)  the indefinite number of fibres forming a thread,

(3) lack of regard for the different fineness of the fibres
from different layers of the cocoon, and (4) the irregular
movement of the wheel.   To improve the quality of
the silk, the reformers have tried several methods.
The following  statement  made by the  agent will
explain the situation.

At the beginning, we had no idea of introducing
the factory system. We tried to keep the work in
the household. As a substitute for the old type of
machine, we introduced a better wooden machine
which is only a modification of the old. The wheel
was turned by foot and everyone could work
separately in her own house. Chemicals were used
in dissolving the sticky matter, but the temperature
of the solution could not be strictly controlled.
Skill in maintaining a constant number of fibres
and in adjusting the combination of different layers
of the cocoons was taught in training classes lasting
three months, organized by the School in the town.
In 1924, there were only ten machines of this type
in the village. But in 1927, the total number had
increased to more than one hundred. More than
seventy young women were trained in the special
class. But owing to the irregular movement of the
wheel, the quality of the produce was still below the
requisite standard for export. On the other hand,
the depression of the market was more acute. In
1928, the price for this type of " reformed silk " had
dropped to sixty dollars per hundred Liang. Although
it was better than the native silk, we were not satisfied
with its condition. We knew very well from the
experiment that unless we could have a central power